《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – 2 Kings》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS.
The two Books of Kings contain the history of the kings of Judah and of Israel, for the space of about four hundred and twenty years. Respecting the authors of these books, we know in general that as the acts of David were written by Samuel, Nathan, and Gad, 1 Chronicles 29:29, so the life of Solomon was written by Nathan, Ahijah, and Iddo. 2 Chronicles 9:29. The life of Rehoboam by Shemaiah and Iddo. The life of Uzziah, and a great part, if not the whole, of Hezekiah’s life was composed by Isaiah the prophet. But as the last chapter of the second book contains the imprisonment of Zedekiah in Babylon, it is supposed that Ezra transcribed the history from those holy prophets, and from the public records of the nation, as seems most reasonable to allow, from the frequent recurrence of the words, “to this day.” Their authority is farther confirmed by many correspondent passages in the sixteen Prophets, and by many quotations in the New Testament. In this first book we have the death of David, the accession of Solomon, the building of the Temple, and his retrograde from the highest glory to partial idolatry. It contains also the rent of the kingdom which began its miseries, and it closes with the reign of four kings of Judah, and of eight kings of Israel, comprehending a period of one hundred and eighteen years. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-18
2 Kings 1:2. Go, enquire of Baal-zebub, whether I shall recover. בעל זבוב Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron. The LXX read βααλ μυιαν, the lord of flies, because they swarmed about his bloody temple; but the Philistines called him Baalshemin, lord of heaven. Dr. Lightfoot gives another name of this idol, from the rabbins. Baal-zebul; that is, lord of dung or dunghill. In politer language, lord of idols or idolatry. They regard Satan as presiding over the gentile temples, and uttering the oracles of those places. Augustine fully admits that demons, by their superior knowledge of the state of the atmosphere, did deliver oracles concerning rain, and some other events.

2 Kings 1:9. Thou man of God—come down. This captain was sent by the advice of Jezebel, who wished to feast her eyes with the blood of the prince of prophets. Imbibing the spirit of the court, the captain calls him a man of God by way of contempt; and he instantly received the punishment of his sin, as did those who afterwards mocked Elisha. The second captain, and his guard of fifty men, coming in the same spirit, received the same punishment. But the third, humbled under the mighty hand of God, begged his life. A soldier must never fight against Omnipotence.

2 Kings 1:10. If I be a man of God, then let fire come down. If the Lord saved the Hebrews from Pharaoh by water, why might he not save the life of the only surviving prophet by fire?

REFLECTIONS.
When Adam rebelled against his Creator in paradise, the beasts of the earth, as though influenced by high example, rebelled against him. So it was with the house of Ahab, and the king of Moab. After a grievous offence against God, there is often a present, and also a remote, but heavier affliction which follows.

Ahaziah, succeeding his father, walked in all the idolatrous practices of his father and mother, and in all the sins of Jeroboam. Therefore while he was young, and promising himself a happy reign, God, in compassion to his people, permitted him to receive a mortal stroke by a fall from an upper window. How often is danger near when we think ourselves the most secure. What sinner is safe, unprotected by the blood of the everlasting covenant.

This prince, arrested by an invisible hand, discovered a most superstitious mind, and a glaring infidelity of heart against the Lord. In his own gods he had no faith, and in the God of Israel he had no hope; he sent to Baalzebub to know whether he should recover. What an insult to all his idols, and to all his prophets. What a provocation to the Lord!

When this man sought a vestige of hope, while in his sins, the Lord confirmed his despair. Elijah, with the divine message, intercepted the embassy on the road, and not a little reproached them with the folly of their errand, seeing the marvels which had been accorded to the seed of Abraham for a thousand years, that they should think there was no God in Israel; and sent them back with a positive declaration from the Lord, that their master should not recover. The king’s suspense therefore was short. His embassy recited the facts, and so described the prophet that the person of Elijah was recognized. And now, behold that guilty and desponding countenance. See those baleful and rolling eyes. He must die, and he seems determined not to die. The anguish of his soul makes him a terror to himself, and to all his domestics. Conceiving their life to be in danger, they tremble, and seek their safety in flight. His prophets, conscious of being obnoxious, dare not approach; and his physicians, embarrassed and afraid, do it only with the forced promises of a positive recovery, while their looks sufficiently contradict all they say. Oh that the wicked, the infidel, the proud would learn wisdom from the numerous and instructive cases which all ages afford of the consummate misery of certain characters in the last moments of desponding life.

But the most lamentable disposition was the enmity of this prince against the prophet Elijah. Yet what harm had this prophet done to the dying king? Nay, what persecutions had he not suffered from the family, because he had told them the truth? Yet if Ahaziah must die; if on God he can inflict no revenge, he will at least be avenged on Elijah. He protests that this prophet shall be among the number which lament his fall. He instantly dispatches a military escort to bring him in chains to Samaria. Oh how terrible for this man to die in war and open contest with Omnipotence! Wicked kings are often surrounded with wicked servants. The captain of this escort, full of his master’s spirit, found Elijah contemplating the works of God from an elevated rock in Carmel. Come down, said he, thou man of God. I am come to convince thee that thou art a blind prophet, and unable to foresee thy own destruction. Elijah, finding his mission discredited by this profane man, after so many signal works, proved it yet again by his destruction. He commanded a sheet of the electric fluid to descend and consume both him and his men. A second captain came in the same spirit, and received the same punishment. The third, seeing the visitations of God, prostrated to beg his life, and offered the prophet a safe protection. Being admonished by an angel, Elijah went to the hardened king, not indeed to comfort him, but to clench the nail of his former denunciation. Thus God in some notorious cases permits the church to use her mysterious power of punishment. Acts 5:5. 1 Corinthians 5:5. St. Paul had power to come with a rod; and he delivered two blasphemers over to Satan. If the church of God, after long praying for the conversion of an oppressor, should be led by the Spirit to pray for his destruction, I would not for the whole world be in his situation. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-25
2 Kings 2:1. When the Lord would take up Elijah into heaven. The LXX read, ως εις τον ουρανον, as into heaven. They mean to say, that he did not ascend higher than paradise, as in John 3:13.

2 Kings 2:3. The sons of the prophets at Bethel. This favourite city had been recovered by the house of David, and was now a little seat of sacred letters. See on 1 Samuel 19:20.

2 Kings 2:5. The sons of the prophets at Jericho. This was once a royal city; and since Hiel had fortified it, it was rising apace to be next in rank to Jerusalem. These schools, though poor, had royal patronage. It is true, the nature of the first christian missions did not admit of academies, but God gave the divine endowments which colleges cannot confer. The most shining characters in the second age of the church, were those philosophers who came into the church loaded with Egyptian gold; for the Greeks allow that they received letters from Egypt. Clement, Justin, Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, Basil, Jerome, and Chrysostom shone as morning stars by their learning and eloquence. In the present age many of the infidels are learned, and the servants of the sanctuary must always be able to look their enemies in the face.

2 Kings 2:9. A double portion of thy spirit be upon me. Elisha asked here the full right of the firstborn. The miracles which Elisha performed indicate that it was so.

2 Kings 2:11. A chariot of fire. Kings in triumphs rode in splendid chariots. The Lord also rode on a cherub, and flew on the wings of the wind. Psalms 18:9.

2 Kings 2:22. So the waters were healed. Josephus affirms this to be correct; so it is likely that by prayer he divested the channel of the noxious mineral spring.

2 Kings 2:23. Go up, thou bald head. Children of idolatrous parents, who perhaps had often mocked the worshippers of the Lord, going up to the feasts in Jerusalem: here they did it once too often.

REFLECTIONS.
From the tragic death of Ahaziah, we pass to the triumphant exit of the long persecuted prophet Elijah. Neither his age, nor the time of his labours is named; but the last fifteen years of his ministry were distinguished by the most extraordinary revelations, miracles, and persecutions; and had not providence interposed in this extraordinary way, how could religion have subsisted at all. The Lord never lost sight of his covenant; but as was the day of his servants, so was their strength proportioned. This holy and highly honoured man, having so long a time been counted unworthy of any certain dwelling place on earth, God resolved to crown his career with a translation to glory, more than correspondent to the purity and sufferings of his former life. Besides, he saw his flock all the day long accounted as sheep for the slaughter, and would give them a full view of immortality, and a striking figure of the future ascension of the Messiah, in the translation of their sacred prophet. How good and gracious is the Lord to his afflicted people!

This honour, greater than what Moses had received, Elijah wished cautiously to conceal; for perfect humility is the highest character of grace. But as God revealed the case of Sodom to Abraham, so now he revealed it to Elisha, and to the sons of the prophets. He has at all times invited the church to the contemplation of his ways. The study of providence and grace, is equally worthy of angels and men. It elevates the soul, it encreases faith, and kindles the heart with a flame of devotion worthy of heaven itself.

Elijah’s day being come, the day in which he should leave his sorrows, and triumph over his foes, he wished at parting to leave a blessing to his successor, like our blessed Lord who was carried up into heaven in the very act of blessing his disciples. We are also struck with the wisdom and sanctity of Elisha’s request, in asking a double portion of his master’s spirit; so the firstborn had a double portion of the estate, to support with credit the name and honour of the family. Thus also St. Paul exhorts the faithful to covet earnestly the best gifts, and to follow after charity which was above all knowledge, above all gifts, and far surpassing both faith and hope in the excellence of its nature and duration. May the Lord more and more inspire us with the spirit which distinguished his prophets, and made them so precious in his sight. Elijah, longing and groaning in spirit—Elijah, weary with the journey of the day, and more so with the journey of life, at last saw the welcome chariot arrive. It severed him from his friend, transformed his nature, and transported him to the world of immortality. Oh how much better to ride here, than to roll in Ahab’s splendid car. How much better for Elijah to wait, and work, and suffer a few years of affliction, than to have died obscurely, when through discouragements he requested death in the desert. Go, happy prophet; go to thy father’s God. Lay in silence thy trophies at his feet, while thy heralds and conductors shall recount in heaven thy fidelity, thy afflictions, and victories over the world. Go, happy prophet; all thy faithful fathers are waiting to welcome thee to the heavenly throng, and all thy colleagues and thy martyred friends seem to await from thee a farther consummation of eternal bliss. Go, rich in faith, and full of all good works, to augment the happiness of heaven!

But oh, shall we look back to thee, poor weeping Elisha. We would fain look steadfastly up towards heaven, and never remove our eyes, but thy piercing cries call us back. My father—my father! Be content, Elisha; he has left thee his mantle; money he had none. Take it up; it is the mantle he cast upon thee when ploughing, and the Spirit came along with it. Be clothed with that Spirit of which the mantle is but a badge, and Elijah’s God will bring thee through. Hence ministers may learn, when having to succeed a great man in the work, that they peculiarly need a double portion of the spirit of grace and glory to rest upon them. The mantle or robe is but a badge of disgrace to him who wears it, if the spirit be wanting.

And where now are those sincere but discouraged souls by long afflictions and repeated sorrows? The translation of this prophet is designed to encrease your faith, and reänimate your hope. Keep your eye steadfastly on the promise; wait, like Elijah, till your work be accomplished; and you shall pass dryshod through the divided Jordan of death, and shall find the chariot and angels of the Lord ready to conduct you to the heavenly city, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, as our prophet was here on earth. Let us then, under all our afflictions, be most solicitous to acquire all the good which God has designed we should acquire by our sufferings. So it was with Elijah. He was a man of strong passions: bidding defiance to all fear, he boldly protested to Ahab and his guilty court, that there should be neither dew nor rain till he returned. When he requested to die in the desert, not caring what became of his body, his complaints and discouragements, a natural consequence of his excess of joy on Carmel, was followed with new persecutions, and ultimately, as in Job’s case, with a vision of the Almighty. Thus his sorrows were sanctified, after he had been persecuted for fifteen years by the princes and the priests of his country. He had no certain dwellingplace; yet his faith was so divinely supported that it never failed; and during all those troubles he had an unremitting care of the church. He obeyed the divine nomination in the call of Elisha, and a school of the prophets was by some means preserved in those evil times. Thus his faith, his patience and his zeal, received on earth the full stamp of a growing perfection. And what an encouragement to us poor sinful worms, that one of our own species, while in a mortal body, was so fair a transcript of the image of God!

Having cast our eyes on the weeping Elisha, we retrace his steps to the school of the prophets; and where should he first go to tell his sorrows and recount his joy? They came to meet him; and behold the Jordan divided at the stroke of the mantle, while he invoked the presence of Elijah’s God. They saw that though the prophet was gone, his work remained, and that the Spirit rested on Elisha. What a proof that the glorious presence of the Lord is with his church to the end of time! Yet as Thomas would not for awhile believe in the Saviour’s resurrection, so those prophets would not believe in Elijah’s ascension. He had, either when he warned Ahab of the drought, or on some former occasion, been carried away in the Spirit; and they thought it was the case again. Here, though the pillar was removed, the temple stood. We find Elisha in the Spirit and power of Elijah as father of the prophets, healing the waters of Jericho, and moving with equal steps in the sphere of his glorified master. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-27
2 Kings 3:1. Jehoram began to reign—the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat. There is a small difficulty here in regard to the chronology of those times. It is said that Ahaziah began to reign the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat. 1 Kings 22:51. To reconcile the variation, it is supposed that either Jehoshaphat or Ahaziah began to reign before his father was dead, as was the case with Solomon.

2 Kings 3:2. He put away the image of Baal. This god was becoming unpopular, for he had not, like Jehovah, sent fire from heaven; neither had he shielded Ahab nor Ahaziah from the piercing arrow.

2 Kings 3:11. Which poured water on the hands of Elijah, was his disciple, and joyfully attended him as a servant.

2 Kings 3:13. Get thee to the prophets of thy father. There is great majesty in these indignant words: and how will the wicked bear to be sent to their idols in a dying hour! Go to thy physicians, go to thy harlots, go to thy clubs!

2 Kings 3:22. The sun shone upon the water. The morning sun, says rabbi Abulensis, with rays of rouge, which the waters reflected. There is however another opinion, that the red earth disturbed by convulsion, had tinted the water with red.

2 Kings 3:26. Break through to the king of Edom, hoping that he would spare their lives. Though it be not named here; yet the Israelites took the king of Moab, and burned his bones to lime. These cruelties are severely reproved by the prophet Amos 2:1. Our surgeons carry the practice of dissection to profane excess.

REFLECTIONS.
Two hundred thousand sheep and lambs driven annually into the land of Israel, were a considerable tribute for Moab to pay, and a great augmentation of Ahab’s revenue. We need not be surprised therefore, that on his death they threw off the yoke. Ahaziah, because of affliction, could not reduce them to obedience; and the task was left for his brother Jehoram, who began his reign by removing the long degraded altar of Baal, but retained the calves of Jeroboam. And how many sinners, under certain circumstances, will part with one vice, and retain another. Do they think that God will ever compound with his enemies, or resemble a tradesman who barters for services by an advance or a reduction of wages? Let us learn to be wholly the Lord’s, and he will be wholly ours.

The Moabites, in the fury of revolt, having burnt Mesha alive in the limepits, and probably all the collectors of the tribute they could seize, exposed themselves by those atrocities to the wrath of heaven, and the allied vengeance of Israel. Amos 2:1. Therefore Jehoram, Jehoshaphat, and the new viceroy of Moab, marched against the rebels. But taking a circuitous route, the three kings and the whole army were on the point of perishing for want of water. God leads man into straits that he may lead him to devotion, and to the counsel and advice of religion: then he has compassion on the poor and needy when they seek water, and when their tongue faileth them for thirst.

Humiliation and piety are essential, in seeking communion with God. Jehoshaphat, having enquired for a prophet, humbly stooped to go to him in person; and Elisha took a minstrel for psalmody, that his passions might be composed, and his soul aim at abstraction to receive with greater clearness the high communications of his God. This was a practice often honoured by divine revelations. 1 Samuel 10:5-6. How compassionate was the Lord to save the armies from death by a torrent of water, as he saved their fathers at Horeb; especially as the gift of water was accompanied with the promise of victory. The wicked often fare the better for being connected with the righteous. The king of Israel and all his host had surely now perished, had it not been that the king of Judah was in covenant with the Lord. We cannot but regard this miracle as a most signal indulgence of heaven, and more for the entire conversion of Israel, than for the salvation of the army. May all the special mercies of providence for our safety and comfort make us more pious, and more obedient.

Great crimes we see are often punished with great severity. Moab, by so horribly burning her king, had placed herself in the most awful situation. The law forbade the fruit-trees to be cut down. Deuteronomy 20:19. But in this case the whole land was devoted, for the expiation of so much innocent blood. Learn then, young men, to shun political and fanatical factions, which lead to riot, to sedition, and blood; for God will one day surely requite every outrage committed against the innocent. The very waters which saved Israel, muddy with the ruddy earth, having, when the sun shone, an appearance of blood, were made the cause of alluring the bloody Moabites to destruction. So it often happens, that the power which defends the righteous fights against the wicked.

We have lastly, the extremities to which this people was reduced. The new and desperate king, closely besieged in his capital, having tried in vain to cut his way through the assailants, and unable to obtain terms, obeyed a sort of standing oracle among the heathen, to offer in time of sore famine or war, whatever was most precious. It being thought, in extreme cases, that the life of man must go to save the life of man, this king offered up to Chemosh the god of Moab, his firstborn, whom he had designated to the throne; and the deeper to impress the Israelites with the horrors of the sacrifice, he burnt him on the wall. Here the heart of Jehoshaphat gave way; here the pity of the assailants, aided by terror of conscience, was excited; and it is more than probable that the wrath of God afflicted the camp with disease. Hence they abandoned the siege; for God who pities the errors of man, would not suffer the whole of Moab to be cut off. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-44
2 Kings 4:1. My two sons to be bondmen. The law of Moses, as well as the laws of all gentile nations, allowed of this for six years. Exodus 21:7. Josephus, after others says, that she was the widow of Obadiah; but we have no intimation that he was a prophet.

2 Kings 4:2. Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the house save a pot of oil. No silver plate, no redundant furniture, nor any empty jars for oil. Truly, great poverty, and illustrious piety dwelt in that house.

2 Kings 4:8. Elisha passed to Shunem, situate on a southern branch of the river Kison, twenty miles east of mount Carmel, and about forty south of Sarepta, where Elijah had raised from the dead the widow’s son.

2 Kings 4:10. A little chamber. He loved retirement, though full of travail and of labours. A minister must be one third of his time in the closet, else he will never be an able minister.

2 Kings 4:38. Came to Gilgal, a hundred miles from mount Carmel; for he was, like Paul, in labours more abundant. He often visited the sacred schools. Elementary knowledge is essential to all ministers who have to feed the flock, and face an infidel age.

2 Kings 4:39. Found a wild vine, and gathered wild gourds. Do men gather gourds of vines? The paucity and variations in ancient names embarrass the most enlightened criticisms and translations. Jerome reads, colocyntidas agri, not unlike the wild vine, a bitter plant, of an aperient quality. Others read, fungos agrestes, a species of noxious mushrooms. The removal of the deleterious qualities was miraculous.

REFLECTIONS.
While the house of Ahab was on the throne, and while Jezebel was yet alive, the true prophets had frequently to hide in holes, and to beg their bread. Hence the good man now deceased, having a wife, two sons, and probably daughters in proportion, had died in debt. This would have been a blemish in his character, had it not been for the times; for no man must take up goods without a probability of paying for them; and while a poor man has work and health, why should he contract a debt? Far better to habituate himself to make his earnings harmonize with his wants; then, though he suffer many privations, he sustains his independence.

This widow in her troubles went for counsel and comfort to her minister, and to her husband’s friend. She cried to Elisha, as judge and prophet of the Lord. A fine model for distressed families to follow; and her distress was not of the common kind. Families in Israel, as in most parts of Asia and Africa, laid in their stock of provisions, in the several seasons, for the whole year: but this widow had no bread, no money, no land, none unmortgaged; and her husband’s creditor was come to require servitude of her two sons till the debt was paid.

God, whose method is to relieve the needy by the labour of their hands, chose in this instance to exert his miraculous power for her comfort and deliverance. He helped her from the little which she had, a pot of oil; and Elisha to exercise her faith, directed her to borrow as many empty vessels as she could; (for God is liberal in his gifts) and to fill them in silence and secresy; to sell as much as would pay the debt, and live through the year on the rest. What a most signal instance of the divine goodness to a distressed widow, and to the orphans of a prophet. How tender and compassionate is the Lord to the poor. But how poor soever a family may be, what a glory that the life and character of their fathers were irreproachable. Thou knowest, said the widow to Elisha, that thy servant did fear the Lord, and was one of those seven thousand who would not bow the knee to Baal, and consequently one who saved his country from total destruction: for except the Lord had left us a remnant, we should have been as Sodom, or like unto Gomorrah. But what a reproach to the opulent of that age, and indeed of every age, to suffer a faithful minister of heaven to languish with a small family for want of bread. If God did all this for a minister’s widow, what will he not do for the soul? What pleas may not the children of the righteous urge, for the grace which the new covenant has made over to them by a multitude of promises. Lord, empty my heart of concupiscence and inordinate attachment to all worldly good, and fill it with the richer oil of thy heavenly grace. May the whole church ever learn of this woman to pray for her children, that they may never go into bondage; but that the Redeemer’s grace which pays their debt, may sanctify their souls.

The next family favoured with the extraordinary blessing of God in evil times was the Shunemite’s. While Elisha, like Samuel, was directing his fervent ministry to the whole land, where they would hear the truth, he came to Shunem; and this woman heard and loved the truth, revered the holy prophet who published it, and persuaded her husband to receive him into their house; for they were rich. Seeing the man of God take a bed in some humble house, she spake to her husband to build him a chamber on the wall, for she saw that he loved retirement. Observe how the love of this family to the man of God was requited. Elisha finding himself entertained, and nothing that was wanting thought too good for him, and in an apostate age, when it exposed the family to contempt and danger, he thought of making some return to this hospitable house. Gehazi, his servant, happily suggested that she had no son; and for this blessing it was more than the family could now hope, or the woman dare to ask. Elisha prayed, and God granted him his request. So at parting he addressed her in the words of JEHOVAH, the angel, to Sarah, on a like occasion. Let ministers learn hence to pray for families who kindly entertain them because of their work. And those families who show kindness to ministers, with a single eye to their own salvation, are often blessed like Obededom with a double portion, a little of earth and a little of heaven.

When God has remarkably favoured us with any particular family blessing, we must be careful not to love it too well; for he is jealous of our hearts. It is not improbable but this family loved their son too much; and that God who gave him was resolved to correct the inordinate attachment. Be that as it may, the child suddenly sickened in the morning, and died at noon. What a stroke to the mother, what a sanctifying stroke, teaching her not to rest in the creature, but alone in the Creator.

In going to the prophet, she acknowledged it was well with the child; and urged her complaints, considering the severity of the stroke, with great modesty. And surely it is well with our infants, when they steal away early from the troubles of life, and find a perfect repose in the bosom of God. Surely it is well when they are taken from the evil to come; when they are resumed for the sanctification of our affections, or when they are removed that they may not live to break our hearts by stubbornness and vice. In every case of this nature, leaving the issues with Him who cannot err, let us always say, it is well.

Elisha returned with this afflicted woman, and extended himself on her deceased son, as Elijah had done on the son of the woman of Zarephath, to which I refer for farther reflection, only adding that ministers should readily help afflicted families. The next great works of this man of God, were to counteract the poisonous qualities of the herbs put in the soup by mistake; and to feed a vast number of people with a small quantity of bread. In all those miracles it is obvious, that Elijah and Elisha bore a striking resemblance to Christ; and that the age of those two prophets was the brightest dawn of evangelical glory, the church of God had ever known. So there are now and then some times of refreshing, in which the militant church bears a near resemblance to the church above. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-27
2 Kings 5:8. When Elisha heard that the king had rent his clothes, he laid the case before the Lord and received his instruction how to proceed.

2 Kings 5:10. Elisha sent a messenger, to cure Naaman first of his pride, before he cleansed his leprosy. Faith must act on the promise; the woman believed that she must touch the hem of the Saviour’s garment.

2 Kings 5:12. Abana rises in the mountains of Anti-libanus, and waters Damascus.—Pharpar, according to ancient maps, is a branch of the Abana. Those streams are lost in the lake, east of Damascus.

2 Kings 5:17. Two mules’ burden of earth. Nations, lands, cities, and temples were devoted to some fancied divinity. The earth and stones of Syria, being thus devoted, Naaman thought that he must have holy earth in raising an altar to the Holy One of Israel. He was converted from idolatry to worship the Lord alone, as will be seen in the next note.

2 Kings 5:18. When my master goeth into the house of Rimmon, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing. The LXX read this in the future tense, which is followed by the Vulgate, and by the English. So Elisha bade Naaman go in peace, and thank Baal for his cure! That being impossible, Dr. Lightfoot, as other critics, reads the Hebrew in the past tense. When I have bowed down myself. The advocates for reading the verb in the future, plead that this worship of Baal, (here called Rimmon because of his elevation) was only a civil homage paid to the idol, or to the king. If this homage were approved, why ask for pardon?

2 Kings 5:27. The leprosy of Naaman cleave to thee, not absolutely for ever, but for three or four generations at least. Gehazi’s covetousness is worse to get out of the heart than leprosy out of the flesh: he altogether stained and dishonoured the name of the Lord. Men who sell advowsons should meditate on this case. Better to die grey-headed curates, than to have Gehazi’s leprosy.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter opens with a luminous trait of the glory and purity of the prophetic ministry. While Israel was favoured with so many and great miracles; while God defended revelation against an infidel age, and supported his suffering servants by those signal works; the poor gentiles were permitted to share the grace, that they might also be converted to the knowledge and worship of the true God. The healing of leprous Naaman, was a consequence of the execution of the sentence on Ahab for permitting the bloody Benhadad to escape. This prince constantly committed depredations on the country, and carried away the people captive. Among those was a little maid who waited on Naaman’s wife; and she spake daily of the prophet Elisha, persisting that he could heal her master of his leprosy. Religious servants, placed in a great family, may learn of this maid, courage to confess the truth, and to support the glory of the christian ministry. The Lord may have sent them into those houses for good to the fellow-servants, or good to their masters: and where luxury, waste and pride are so greatly indulged, a double fidelity is required. Let them pray for their temporal and eternal good, and endeavour to diminish the great wickedness committed in all houses where intemperance abounds.

Naaman’s case may remind us, that we also have a foul leprosy of sin, as illustrated in the fourteenth and fifteenth of Leviticus; and farther, that neither the honours, the riches, nor the wisdom of this world can effectuate our cure. How long then shall we dally with physicians of no value; how long shall God’s faithful servants exhort us to come for a cure before we obey. Oh that the ever hallowed names of Jesus, of Calvary, of grace, might at last attract our heart, and draw us with confidence to God.

Naaman, in applying for a cure, committed several errors which threatened the frustration of all his hopes. He came to the king of Israel, that he might of course send for the prophet, and command him to be healed. When he waited on the prophet he expected great respect to be paid him, as the enchanters and charmers of Damascus would have done: and when sent to wash seven times in Jordan, for the blood of atonement was seven times sprinkled before the veil, he was offended with the simplicity of grace, and went away in a rage. How many mistakes do ignorant men make, who, suddenly withdrawing from the corruptions of the world, expect at once to become the best of christians. Because the mercy of God, and the healing virtues of grace are rich and free, how many excuses do they make concerning unworthiness, and the necessity of doing something to merit a cure. How often do they stumble at the precepts, Believe, and be saved; wash, and be clean? This man’s anger plainly intimates, that sinners under the awakenings of the law, and anguish of conscience, often need a word of persuasion and encouragement. Had the prophet, said one of his more discerning servants, bid thee do some great thing, wouldst thou not have done it? How much rather then, when he saith, wash and be clean. So let us encourage sinners to admire the simplicity of the gospel, as the perfection of glory and beauty. Here is blood to purge the conscience, here are the waters of regeneration to cleanse the heart, here is a Mediator for sinners, here is balm for the wounded, liberty for the captives, and rest for the troubled mind. Here is, in a word, all that a sinner can want, and on terms within his reach. The Lord has not bid him do some great thing, but simply to wash and be clean. How amiable is the Saviour in all his economy of grace. Oh that we could persuade every polluted sinner to try our Jordan of regeneration: then he would have a clean heart, and all his soul would be as a little child. He would no more resemble the haughty and victorious captain-general of Syria, but the humble and grateful Naaman, returning to praise God, and reward his prophet for a cure.

Elisha’s refusal of the presents, and by an oath too, exhibits the unspotted glory of the ministry, and shows that the gifts of God cannot be purchased with money. The Lord by his divine power had first humbled and then cleansed the captain; therefore Elisha, though it was usual for a prophet to receive a small present of bread or fruit, did not dare to touch his gold; for God in all his works of grace will be sanctified by his servants. Elisha was infinitely paid and honoured in being the instrument or oracle of so great a cure. May we as ministers learn hence the greatest purity and disinterestedness in acting for God, ever remembering that Herod was smitten because he gave not God the glory.

But while we are struck with the glory of grace in the cure, while we admire the purity of the prophet, and see this captain return with the warmest sentiments of grateful approbation, we are shocked with the perfidy and baseness of Gehazi. How little good did he get in attending his illustrious master; and what dishonour did he not bring on the hallowed cause of God. In hopes of buying a spot of land, and procuring a family establishment, he ran after the generous convert; he forged a series of lies, and caused his holy master to appear as a perjured man in the eyes of the heathen. He succeeded in his crimes. He received the money and the raiment; but he received also the curse of his master, and the leprosy of Naaman. God was pleased to make an example of this base man, that by judgment as well as mercy he might be sanctified among the heathen. Let us never acquire wealth by falsehood and deceit; if we do, we shall surely gain a curse on ourselves, and on our children. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-33
2 Kings 6:1. Sons of the prophets. See on 2 Kings 2:3; 2 Kings 2:5. Their number had evidently encreased, though in evil times. Their college was a plain home-built house.

2 Kings 6:5. Borrowed. שׂאל, this root, as in Exodus 11., will not bear any other sense than to borrow or to ask. The loss of an axe was almost irreparable, where steel forges were scarce and distant. The recovery of this axe by a miracle was a special mark of the divine favour, towards the new enlargement of the school. The people, though the times were hostile, secretly supported those schools, that glory might dwell in the land.

2 Kings 6:18. Blindness. The LXX read, αορασια, not seeing, or not seeing distinctly; seeing some things, and not seeing others, as might be the case with the men of Sodom.

2 Kings 6:25. An ass’s head. The shekels were of various weight and value; the lowest fifteenpense, and the highest something more than half a crown.— The cab, a small measure for grain. Bochart seems to be right in his assertion, that a species of pulse was called dove’s dung.
2 Kings 6:32. This son of a murderer. Jehoram bears a bloody hand on his coat of arms, because his mother Jezebel had murdered Naboth, and the prophets. The ghosts of martyrs and murdered men besiege the throne of heaven for the visitations of divine justice.

REFLECTIONS.
This passage, more than any other, opens to us the situation of the sons of the great and highly inspired prophets. They are sometimes called young men, candidates for the ministry. They lived in solitude and retirement, but we frequently find them assisting the higher prophets in their ministry; and as they went to deliver for them some of the important messages of heaven, they were evidently employed as prophets, though they still continued to live in or near their beloved retreat. Seminaries may introduce youth to language and literature, but they cannot make preachers. They must have the Spirit, and all the natural endowments of body and mind for the sanctuary, before they go, else education is misapplied. We have next a farther discovery of one of the greatest of Ahab’s errors and sins, in sparing the life of Benhadad, whom God had sentenced to die for twice invading Israel, immediately after the terrible drought. This man lived long to be the constant enemy and scourge of Israel. He was inveterately wicked, neither awed by judgments, nor softened by mercy. Let us then beware, for the sparing of one sin may occasion us calamities all our days.

In those evil times, when Israel was weak, and her enemies many, what a blessing were Elijah and Elisha to the land. They were the fathers of the church, and the guardians of their country. They stood alone like the tall monuments which overlook the hills, and singly brave the tempests. Elisha gave the king counsel and advice of the enemies’ plans; he struck the detachment with blindness who came to seize him, and there is no saying what he would have done, had the people followed the divine counsel. In Samaria he saved the city during the famine, by affrighting all the alien host; for God would deny no good thing to his prayers.

We see next the inveterate enmity of Ahab’s house against the Lord and his prophets. When the woman cried concerning the breach of covenant in hiding a son, a sad proof that Moses’s prediction of eating children during the straitness of the siege was in part come to pass, the king was deeply affected, and so far off his guard during the moment of passion, that he swore to destroy Elisha, and sent immediately to execute him, because he would not by another miracle relieve the city in its anguish. The ministers of Baal were busy enough, no doubt, in throwing all the blame on Elisha; but how could the prophet pray for them, till famine in all its horrors had driven them to cry to the Lord. Kindness shown to the righteous by the consummately wicked is merely because they are popular, or because they have an interest in their friendship; they still hate both God and his servants in their heart. Through the whole of those awful times we see a protecting hand is over the faithful. The shining host of angels protected Elisha and his people in Dothan; and now, fear of the people, and terror of conscience, protected him against the oath of the king. What then has a good man in calamities to fear? The Lord is able to deliver him; and if he abandon him to martyrdom, it is to serve some more glorious purpose in his church. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-20
2 Kings 7:3. Four leprous men. This is frequently called by the rabbins the Egyptian disease, and the law required that they should dwell alone.

2 Kings 7:6. The kings of the Hittites. Those of Philistia, Tyre, and the Isles, as well as the Egyptians. The greatest victories which God has accorded to his church, have been effected without carnal weapons. Prayer in extremities is more efficacious than the sword. The Lord showed his righteousness in the sight of the heathen.

2 Kings 7:19. Windows in heaven. The LXX, “cataracts in heaven,” pouring down corn as a cataract, a broken falling stream, pours down water from the superior river. Scoffing at revelation, clear in its characters, and hallowed in its operations, has often proved a sin unto death. When the Lord opened the windows of heaven in the days of Noah, the scoffers at the ark were presently washed from all the adjacent hills.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter opens with a bright morning on Samaria, after a dark night, which seemed to portend destruction. It realizes the ancient proverb, that man’s extremity is sometimes God’s opportunity. The people were dying for want of food; and now the good prophet comforts them with a promise of plenty, and in one day. The courtly infidel mocked, and God in return mocked at his cries, when the people trode upon him in the gate, as Elisha had foretold. Now the good man prayed; and the moment it was dark, the Lord caused the Syrians to hear a most terrific rumbling of chariots and horses driving furiously, and just entering their camp for carnage. Terror fell upon them, and so precipitate was their retreat that they left their immense stores of provisions, spoil, and cattle behind. This host came rather with plenty to relieve, than to besiege the capital of Israel. But of all the extraordinary circumstances in this siege, the case of the four lepers is the most remarkable. Sorely pinched with hunger, and feeling the approach of death, they wisely agreed to trust the remains of an expiring life in the enemy’s hands. Let the leprous sinner reason in like manner with his own heart. If I remain in my sins, shut out from God and his people, and sentenced by the law, I shall die. But why do I fear to come to the Saviour? Surely he will show me more kindness than these lepers could possibly expect from the Syrian host. In the days of his flesh he was the lepers’ best friend; he touched and cleansed them. Surely it is more honourable, if I must perish, to die at his feet, than to perish clinging to my money, my pleasures, and the fond hopes of life, embittered by many afflictions. I will therefore, and without delay, cast my soul on his mercy. If he save me alive, I shall live with him in glory: if he spurn me, I can but die.

The unexpected and great deliverances which the Lord granted to his church and people, may at all times encourage us to expect help and salvation in one way or other from his arm; and he is still the God of the whole earth. An affecting instance of the divine care over the protestants of Ireland occurred at the time when the French attempted to land in Bantry Bay, which had it been effected, would in all probability have rendered the whole country a scene of blood, the invaders having twenty two sail of the line full of troops; but by a northern tempest they were driven out to sea. Yea, the Lord did more for Ireland by the prayer of faith, than by the force of arms. Let Zion rejoice, even in the worst of times, for the Lord God omnipotent is her sure defence. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-29
2 Kings 8:8. Take a present. See on 1 Kings 14:3.

2 Kings 8:10. Thou mayest certainly recover. Aye, say as you all do, both physicians and courtiers. Cry aloud, for Baal is a god. This was said in irony, to rebuke their cruel politeness.—The Lord hath showed me that he shall surely die. The rabbins say that לא is written for לו. The Romans had a law that it was death to announce the decease of the emperor, except by the senate! But a rhetorician was applauded for doing it by a figure, called circumlocution. He said that Cæsar’s servants had done that in their master’s absence which they would have done, if he had been dead.

2 Kings 8:11. He settled his countenance stedfastly—and the man of God wept. He saw the character of Hazael’s conquests, having the gift of “discerning spirits.” This man’s consecration operated as the sop to Judas, first to destroy others, by which he destroyed himself. With the oil, the mania of conquest seized his soul. He magnified his commission against Israel, invaded Philistia, and Jerusalem opened her gates on his return. The Ammonites also were subdued. Then God, who in anger made him king, in anger cast his rod away.

2 Kings 8:13. Thou shalt be king. These things are certainly set down in due order of time, though the Lord had commanded Jehu and Hazael to be anointed long before. Ahab’s repentance had obtained the reprieve, as recorded in 1 Kings 21:29.

2 Kings 8:15. Hazael took a thick cloth, wetted in water, to stop the breath of the king. He was a regicide: he began his reign with murder, and waded through seas of blood, till he reached the dark shores of hades: the scourge of God to a guilty people, as Tamerlane used to say of himself.

2 Kings 8:20. Edom revolted, and thus the prediction of Isaac was fulfilled. Genesis 27:40.

2 Kings 8:26. Two and twenty years old. This reading is followed by the Jews; and that in 2 Chronicles 22:2, is thought to be an error.—Athaliah the daughter of Omri. She was the daughter of Ahab, but children were called the sons and daughters of their more distinguished ancestors; as Jethro, Hobab, and Raguel, are called the fathers of Moses’ wife. 

REFLECTIONS.
When a child is afflicted, the parent seems to forget all his other children, that he may care solely for that which is sick. So it is with our heavenly Father; he is peculiarly present with his people in the water, in the fire, and in every time of danger. He removed the faithful out of Judea, before the Romans brought the uttermost vengeance on the land; and he inspired St. Peter to write and comfort them when scattered abroad. On the same protecting principle he now removed this most valuable woman to eat bread in Philistia, while Israel had short harvests, a seven years’ famine. Why should a good man ever despair in the day of tribulation? When God is pleased to sift a nation as wheat, it is morally, and in his esteem, of far greater importance than the temporal inconvenience of his people; and especially as that inconvenience is rendered subservient to their greater purity, and more extensive usefulness.

As there was a care in sending this widow and her orphan away, so there was an equal care over her return. Elisha had most prudently dismissed Gehazi, after his flagrant falsehoods and crimes; but from the good spirit he was now in, it would seem he had profited by the tremendous strokes of the rod, for he spoke well of his master in Samaria. So it providentially happened that he was engaged in reciting to the king the great piety, the glorious ministry, and the stupendous miracles of his master, when the Shunemite returned to claim her land, which had been seized on some political pretense. God is truly the widow’s husband, and the orphan’s friend. This favourable incident, in a moment of family crisis, strongly marks his unceasing care over his church and people.

Elisha was not only in great celebrity in his own country, but in the kingdom of Damascus, and consequently in all the neighbouring states. Hence Benhadad, the greatest enemy of Israel, having heard during the sickness that the prophet approached his capital, sent Hazael with a present to consult him concerning his recovery. His conscience told him that his idol Rimmon was no god. Rimmon was deaf to prayer, and devoid of pity to the king. How strange that the gentile nations, who derived from the Jews a considerable knowledge of the true God, should nevertheless be so grossly carried away with the worship of idols.

We see on some occasions that the presents and the humiliations of certain wicked men are totally unavailing. Elisha came not to comfort the king, but to execute the sentence which God had long pronounced against him. 1 Kings 19. He came to designate Hazael to the throne, that the house of Benhadad might receive its punishment for a long series of vexatious and unprovoked wars against Israel. He allowed him, as God allows of all evil, if he were so resolved, to tell the king that he might certainly recover; for it really seems to have been a crime punishable with death to tell kings that they should die! Hazael, learning the true pleasure of heaven concerning his master, was overjoyed, and had not patience to wait a few days, but cruelly suffocated him. He who had murdered myriads, spending his whole life in bloody wars, must himself drink the bitter cup, and die by the hands of him whom he had raised to dignity.

We learn farther, that wicked men have not unfrequently too high an opinion of their own virtue. When the man of God told Hazael of the cruelties he would exercise on the children of Israel, he replied, Is thy servant a dog, that he should do this? And who would think that a man distinguished by good sense, would be guilty of so many follies? Who would think that a man distinguished by so many acts of benevolence, would now and then be guilty of so many exactions and unfair advantages in trade? And who would think a man distinguished by so much modesty and politeness, would on certain occasions be guilty of so much intemperance and lawless desire? Nay, he himself, recoiling at the crime, would say with Hazael, Is thy servant a dog that he should do this horrid thing? But it is the day of temptation which makes manifest the heart. Knowing therefore the depravity of our nature, let us seek a new heart and the image of God.

We have here a farther account of the degeneracy of David’s line by intermarrying with Ahab’s house, and by living as that apostate family. Continuing still in their iniquities, we must expect to see repeated strokes of divine vengeance, and in a way which hardly any two kingdoms ever knew before. So it must ever be with wicked men, yea with all the families and nations which forget God. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-37
2 Kings 9:1. One of the children of the prophets. A young man, fit for the mission, swift of foot: a bruised reed to overthrow a throne stained with the blood of countless martyrs.

2 Kings 9:7. Thou shalt smite the house of Ahab. Where can we find a charge equal to this in precision, in plenitude, in strength and sublimity? Jehu’s openness and candour gained all the captains over to his cause; for God inspired them with his spirit.

2 Kings 9:13. Every man took his garment, and put it under him. This was an early homage paid to kings, that their feet might not touch the ground. In this manner the multitudes honoured Christ in riding into Jerusalem. The Taheitans still do the same, carrying their king and queen in palanquins.

2 Kings 9:27. When Ahaziah, king of Judah saw this, he fled. Thus he and all his guards perished in a bad cause, the result of that most imprudent and tragic marriage with Jezebel’s daughter.

2 Kings 9:34. Go see now this cursed woman. The dogs had already eaten her up, and fulfilled Elijah’s prediction. Where shall we find an equal to Jezebel, except in her daughter Athaliah, or in Astarbè, wife of Pygmalion king of Tyre, celebrated in the poets, and in the eighth book of Telemachus. The dogs ate her flesh in the hurry and confusion of the city, for prophecies are mostly fulfilled to the minutiæ of the letter; yea, by circumstances apparently fortuitous.

REFLECTIONS.
In this chapter we see the Almighty shine forth in all the terror and glory of justice. When once he has sentenced an individual or a family to die, and no repentance intervenes, the punishment is sure to come. It is now perhaps thirteen years since Elijah was commissioned in Horeb to take those steps against this house; but Ahab’s temporary repentance obtained from the gracious God this long reprieve. Now the day was come, and no more time allowed for repentance; and mark now the harmony and ease with which heaven executes its plans. The young man found Jehu sitting with his staff of superior officers. He called him aside, poured the oil on his head, and gave him a particular charge to cut off the house of Ahab, because of the blood of the prophets, and of God’s faithful servants; for precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. The curiosity of the captains not a little facilitated the design. They ridiculed the prophet as deranged, and yet perhaps trembled with suspense; they read the countenance of Jehu on his return, and saw nothing but pensive solemnity. They eagerly demanded to know the import of the mission; he affected to talk of something moral and unimportant. They replied, it is vague or false, and desired to know the whole secret. He then simply related it, and his words kindled as fire catching dry tow. Thus the Lord gave the spirit with the anointing, and the angry clouds gathered on all hands against the house of Ahab.

When warnings have long failed, the punishment comes on the wicked when they are not aware. Jehoram had so far recovered of his wounds as to be able to fight. Ahaziah, king of Judah, had come to comfort him, and he still remained at court. Every thing was in profound repose, when the watchman got a full view of Jehu’s rapid approach. Sinner, hast thou been long warned, and warned in vain? Hast thou recovered from some recent sickness, or great family troubles? Art thou surrounded in thy house with every comfort, and promising thyself a permanent repose? Remember, God has a long account to settle with thy conscience; and he may enforce his demands by a sudden arrest. Beware of a guilty slumber, tremble at the lap of ease, and be assured that a happiness forced from the pursuits of life will suddenly fail as the summer streams.

Persons comparatively innocent, often suffer by unhallowed connections with the wicked. Jehoshaphat had very imprudently taken a wife for his son of Ahab’s house; he had entered into a treaty offensive and defensive with this apostate king, saying, I am as thou art, and my people as thy people. By this connection with an idolatrous and bloody house he derived no advantage. The ten tribes were then too weak to injure or to defend him; but we shall presently see that David’s whole posterity were by this step destroyed, with the exception of Joash, an infant. The shameful fall of Ahaziah was only the beginning of calamities to the house of David, and chiefly through this connection.

In the death of persons consummately wicked there is often something weak and preposterous. On the approach of Jehu, Jezebel, instead of weeping, for grace had long ago denied her the tears of repentance, painted her face, hoping notwithstanding her age, either to attract the desire or the admiration of the avenger of blood. She all at once turned moralist, and asked him, though the cases were totally dissimilar, whether Zimri had peace when he slew his master? She seemed not to have the most distant idea, that she herself was within a moment of eternity; and that her domestics, secretly hating her, stood ready to execute the commands of Jehu. When God rises up against his enemies, heaven and earth are at his command.

In the hour of long impending vengeance, not only the more distinguished catastrophes, but circumstances merely casual in appearance, most strikingly contribute to illustrate the characters of justice. Jehoram, infatuated to meet destruction, fell near the walls of Naboth’s vineyard. Had Jezebel kept her chamber, she had been executed with decency and interred with honour: but impudently exposing her person, she was thrown into the very street where the dogs had licked the blood of Naboth and his sons, and now the dogs during the confusion feasted on her flesh. How confidently may injured innocence repose its cause in the Lord’s hands. Be instructed, oh my soul, to hate crimes, to love righteousness, and to abide in constant covenant with God. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-36
2 Kings 10:1. Seventy sons, whose end was destruction, like the sons of Gideon, of Saul, and of David. The sure way to build up a house is equity, not polygamy.—Jehu wrote letters. God gave him a high martial spirit to avenge the blood of his saints. Elevation to a great mind inspires dignity of sentiment, and majesty of style.

2 Kings 10:9. Who slew all these? He was careful to associate the citizens, as well as the soldiers, in the total excision of Ahab’s house. It is rarely wise for kings to interfere with religion.

2 Kings 10:13. We are the brethren of Ahaziah, brothers, cousins, and kinsmen of the king, going to the grand fête on the recovery of king Jehoram. What an inquisition for innocent blood! Where can we find a parallel, except in the blood of the nobles and clergy of France, for the blood of the protestants visited on the third and fourth generation during the revolution of 1789.

2 Kings 10:15. Jehonadab, prince of his pastoral tribe, a faithful man to the religion of his ancient fathers, now rejoicing that the wicked were put down. Jehu honoured him as a prince, by taking him into his chariot. All men spontaneously hailed Jehu as the spark which ignites the powder.

2 Kings 10:22. Vestments. This last stroke fell on the priests; they were known by their robes.

2 Kings 10:23. Look that there be none of the servants of the Lord. There was a great enmity between the worshippers of Baal, and the servants of the Lord. Besides, Baal had no doubt his mysteries, as well as his worshippers, which might readily be distinguished by the favours they wore at festivals in honour of their gods.

2 Kings 10:27. A draught-house, a desecrated ruin, yet the grove stood.

2 Kings 10:32. The Lord began to cut Israel short; for Hazael conquered the north of Galilee, and all the coasts east of Jordan to the Ammonites. Hazael raised the kingdom of Damascus to greater power than it had ever known before. 

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter opens with the God of vengeance riding gloriously in his car. Jehu, emboldened by the fall of two kings, and of Jezebel, whose judgment long slumbered; Jehu finding Jezreel the grand arsenal in his power, next summoned Samaria, the capital, and the strongest place in the kingdom, to surrender, and with an irony more intimidating than the appearance of arms. This place having unconditionally surrendered also, all the other cities submitted without delay. So with a slight carnage rather than a fight, he found the sceptre of Israel invested in his hands.

In the test of homage required of the elders of Samaria, we have a terrible trait of the characters of divine justice: it was to bring the heads of Ahab’s seventy sons, which they piled in two heaps before the throne of justice in the gate of Jezreel; for the eastern nations have always made a vast parade of the heads of persons who may have fallen either by popular fury, or by the hand of justice. Probably when he first gave that order in haste, he had not the immediate recollection of Naboth and his sons being falsely accused at the bar, and instantly stoned in that city. But when he saw the heads, all came to remembrance, and the whole city could not avoid acknowledging the hand of God. In passing the gates that morning, and making his remarks on the fall of Ahab’s sons, scarcely had he reached the pool where they washed, and the house where the sheep had been shorn, before he saw forty gentlemen approach in splendid dresses, little suspecting that they were coming as sheep to the slaughter. On interrogation, they pleaded privilege from dignity of birth. We are the brethren, said they, of Ahaziah, late king of Israel, and we are going to congratulate his brother Jehoram on his recovery from his wound. They were then told of the revolution, of the fall of their family, and of the mortal wound of Ahaziah king of Judah. Scarcely had their ears time to tingle, before they heard their own sentence, and saw the glittering weapons uplifted to begin the carnage. Thus more than a hundred persons of Ahab’s house that day lay bleeding in Jezreel; and all the rest were exterminated perhaps in the course of the day. Surely God set a net for the feet of this family; not one of them escaped. How then can the wicked enjoy their sins, and secretly say the punishment shall never come.

Jehu having now purged the throne, next purged the altar. On arriving at Samaria he resolved to execute the letter of the law on all the prophets and priests of Baal; and as his religious sentiments were not yet known, he judged it the easiest way to bring them forward by proclamation for a great sacrifice, to make them fall in the very place where they had violated the Lord’s covenant, and where they had perpetrated crimes which cannot be named. And though the artifice employed was an abuse of zeal; yet it ought to be recollected, that the people who so fell had most deeply participated in all the innocent blood which had been shed by Jezebel. Poor deluded multitude, little did they dream of the vengeance about to burst. The altar began to smoke, the temple was crowded, and all the multitude were about to enjoy the frantic dances and pleasures of the feast. But ah, that day the sword alone was doomed to feast; they themselves were to be the victims; and their temple, long the sanctuary of guilt, was to be their funeral pile. The cloud of smoke went up to heaven; the hill on which this house stood was converted into a burning beacon, to warn the whole land no more to apostatize from the God of their fathers. Oh that the multitude of giddy and forgetful people who forsake God, and riot in pleasure, would recollect that one day the supper of the great God shall come, and perhaps when as little expected as this crowd, shut up within the doors of their idol temple, expected the sword to violate their sanctuary.

While Jehu was proceeding with the army from Jezreel to Samaria, he was met with congratulation by Jehonadab. This early token of homage to the Lord’s king was a prudent measure for the safety of his tribe and family. Jehu, on being assured of his loyalty, took him by the hand, and invited him to a seat in his chariot, that he might see his zeal for the Lord. Let us learn of this man to pay an early homage to the Lord Christ; let us approach him with a heart humble and contrite, that he may make it right by his grace. No man’s heart is right in his sight, till it be filled with love, animated with holy zeal, and emulous to offer him the earliest homage of praise.

Jehu invited this man to see his zeal, and surely Elijah did not excel him in prompt and terrible measures for the extermination of idolatry. But Elijah’s zeal was distinguished by devotion and justice: Jehu’s by dissimulation and carnage. Elijah acted solely for God, and that his country might enjoy every covenant mercy. Jehu acted both for God and himself; and as soon as he saw the house of Ahab all dead, he neither removed the calves nor cherished the pure worship of the Lord. Learn, christian, to cleanse thy heart of every idol. Thy bosom sins, thy pleasing and profitable sins are to thee, what the calves were to Israel; and thy soul can never prosper while iniquity is indulged. Political considerations protected the calves. Thus the vain fear, lest the Israelites should become attached to the house of Judah by worshipping at Jerusalem, caused the whole nation ultimately to be lost. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-21
2 Kings 11:1. Athaliah, that is, wicked woman. She must have received this as a surname for her evil deeds; and justly did she merit the appellation, for she slew her grandsons at a tender age, and so cut off all the heirs of David’s house. In ages of tyranny and blood, such inhuman conduct was too frequently adopted.

2 Kings 11:9. On the sabbath. The throne is always safest in the arms of the church. Here is one of the completest plans ever devised.

(1) The venerable highpriest, surnamed the Blessed, aided by his sons, gained the officers of the guards by introducing them to the young king; and they knew already that he was hid in some place.

(2) As the soldiers went unarmed to devotion in the temple, he provided them with spears from the arsenal of the temple.

(3) He divided them into three companies to guard the king, and the two principal gates, where a small force could repel the idolaters.

(4) He crowned the young king in their presence, amid the liveliest effusions of loyalty and joy.

(5) He completed his work by destroying the bloody usurper, with the priest and temple of Baal. See his character, 2 Chronicles 24.

REFLECTIONS.
In this chapter we find the tragedy of Samaria extended to Jerusalem. No sooner was it known that Jehu reigned, that Ahab and all his house were cut off, that Ahaziah was dead, than Athaliah, a pupil of Jezebel’s school, was struck with terror, and became frantic with alarm. Her guilty mind seemed to see a bloody hand entering at every gate and every door of her palace. Thinking every servant a traitor, and every friend a foe, she fled to her faction for counsel, and probably to the house of Baal, which for two reigns had been suffered to rival the Lord’s temple in Jerusalem. Here it was decreed to slay the whole house of David, and not leave a branch to perpetuate his name. Consequently all the prophets were to be confounded; and the Lord not allowed, of David’s line, to send the Messiah for the redemption of the world! This was the counsel of the wicked; the bloody measure was no sooner decreed than executed; but God made one exception to the plot. Oh what calamitous times for kings, for princes, and the great ones of the earth. The whole households of Jeroboam, of Baasha, and of Ahab entirely cut off! In Judah the calamities on royalty were much the same. Jehoram, probably at the instigation of this wicked woman, had slain all his brothers, and many of the nobility. 2 Chronicles 21:3. The Arabians had carried away all his wives and all his sons, except Ahaziah, now dead. 2 Chronicles 21:17. The royal family in Damascus had just sustained the like calamity from the conspiracy of Hazael. But all those families had greatly sinned in shedding innocent blood, and in departing from the Lord.

During the fury of popular and military carnage, the supreme Ruler sat serene in the heavens, and directed the tempest, as he prescribes bounds to the waves of the sea. He who preserved a single branch to Gideon, and to Jonathan, preserved a Joash to David, while the numerous and more culpable male branches were all exscinded from the tree. What then have good men to fear in the worst of times? The God of heaven and earth directs the shafts of vengeance, and handles the weapons of the warrior. The hairs of their head are all numbered; life and death, things present and things to come, alike contribute to serve such as are in covenant with the Lord.

The wicked often triumph for a time, notwithstanding the enormity of their crimes. Athaliah’s plot was crowned with complete success. God was her defence, because she wantonly and solely hoping to serve herself, obtruded her services to do him a bloody work; and he protected her, because he would grant this daughter of Jezebel space for repentance. Leviticus 2:21. As yet also, the lawful prince was not of age to handle the sceptre of his sires. Sometimes the plans of providence, not being ripe for execution, occasion the wicked to be long preserved. But mark now, how the wheels of justice rolled in their course. Jehoiada, the wary highpriest, whose person and religion had been long insulted by two queens of Ahab’s house, kept his eye on the hope of Israel, promised in David’s line. Joash approaching the age of seven years, discovered a most engaging countenance, strongly marked with the features of his fathers, and afforded the most hopeful indications of genius. Urged, on the one hand, by the silent cries of blood, and on the other by a sense of duty, he apprized his friends of his designs, and appointed them captains of hundreds, &c. Applauding his fidelity, they all entered the sanctuary on the sabbath; received the arms which David had taken from his enemies, and instantly on seeing Joash on the throne, saluted him with the appellations of royalty, while the cheers and the trumpets published their joys afar. What a day of gladness to Judah, a new birthday to David’s house, and the renovation of Zion’s hopes. Athaliah, indolent on her couch, instead of kneeling for devotion, heard and trembled; she wished to know the cause, but feared to ask. Impatient for information, she entered the gates of the sanctuary; and what did she see but Joash on the throne! Joash guarded by the nation, while the venerable priest pronounced her arrest, and ordered her out of the courts for immediate execution. So she died in the carriage road leading to the palace. How mysterious and instructive are the judgments of heaven. Did this woman bring death on a multitude of princes in a moment of perfect repose? Did she cut them off without allowing them to bid adieu to their dearest friends? Did the pursuing sword destroy them in palaces, or in streets? Behold now the requital in kind. She came into the temple for joy, but found sorrow. She expected a long reign in wickedness, but saw the innocent on the throne. She cried, yea, to her gods; but there were none to hear, none to save. How instructive are the reflections which those tragic times suggest! Who would regret as a calamity the being born in a peaceful cottage, rather than in a troubled palace? Who would not pity the peculiar calamities of kings; and who after this can think themselves at ease and secure in their sins? Perhaps that daring infidel, perhaps that proud and haughty woman may soon hear the trumpets, and not be aware that death is at the door. Perhaps the wicked, rioting on the lap of pleasure, and scorning repentance, may see the Lord on his throne, and hear their dreadful sentence, while all around rejoice and applaud. Be not deceived. God is not mocked. If all those bloody families fell in their blood, the same eternal Judge still survives, to render to every man according to his works. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-21
2 Kings 12:3. The people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places, where the holy patriarchs and prophets had worshipped the Lord. The people venerated those places, but the law it would seem, absolutely required all sacrifices, except sin-offerings, to be offered in the temple. Deuteronomy 16.

2 Kings 12:18. Sent it to Hazael: viz. all the hallowed treasures of the temple. Where then was Israel’s God? Alas, this king was good only while his uncle guarded his person, and influenced his council. He had a prodigal heart which spurned restraints.

2 Kings 12:20. His servants slew him. By his apostasy, and the murder of the priests, his cousins, he became so unpopular that nobody would defend him. Zachariah prayed the Lord to require his blood, and that of his brothers; and the Lord now did so. See the account of their martyrdom in 2 Chronicles 24:21.

REFLECTIONS.
Having seen Israel purged of bloody and wicked rulers, we now see a period of peace under the wise ministry of Jehoiada the highpriest, and uncle of the king. Poverty and affliction assailed the kingdom; otherwise the worship of the Lord was brought into a resemblance of the happier times of David and of Solomon. When men high in office are more distinguished by their goodness than their greatness, it is peculiarly happy for their country.—The only complaint brought against the age is, that the high places were not taken away; and worshipping the Lord on those hills was a long controverted subject. Every city, for ought we know, had a high place for peace-offerings, and even for burning incense. They could therefore boast of following the example of their fathers, and that God had met the patriarchs in many of those identical spots, for the communication of special blessings, and the renewal of the covenant. The high places were, notwithstanding, very often perverted to idolatry; and therefore it was the best and safest way for Israel to have but one altar; for we have but one Mediator between God and man.

Jehoiada, striving to repair the spiritual temple, neglected for a long time to repair the breach in the outward temple, and to fortify the wall, which during a former siege had been broken down. It was therefore resolved to call upon the people for a poll-tax of half a shekel, which Moses had enjoined to be paid towards the erection of the tabernacle. Exodus 30:13. To this were to be added voluntary gifts, which the worshippers dropped into the treasury chest, as was the case in our Saviour’s time. When the people see ministers faithful and diligent in the execution of the ministry, the difficulties arising from the want of money to build and repair places of worship are generally superseded in a course of years; and as the efforts of Joash in this work were the finest trait in his character, so christians should regard the supplying the cause of God with every necessary want as one of their best and first duties.

The loss of a wise and faithful guardian is often among the greatest calamities which can befal a weak prince. Joash served the Lord all the days of his pious uncle; but on his demise he indulged himself in all the sins of the age, became the dupe of his courtiers, worshipped idols, and slew Zachariah for testifying against his apostasy, and the corrupt propensities of his heart. And how many like Joash do we find in this age of commercial wealth? How many young men, the sons of pious and industrious tradesmen, who have lived decently while under the care of their parents, launch forth on their decease into all the follies and wickedness of the world, and become like Joash a proverb of impiety. How careful then should those be who enjoy the advantages of a religious education, to form in early life the habits of piety and temperance; otherwise, on breaking the bonds of religion, they are peculiarly in danger of becoming prodigals of the most distinguished class.

Young men, who so wantonly deviate from the habits and hopes of early life, often receive their punishment in this world, besides what awaits the impenitent in the world to come. A conspiracy was formed against Joash, and he was slain, having cast off the defence of the Almighty. Thus, though some of his children were spared, yet not a man in David’s line, living when Athaliah slew the seed-royal, ultimately escaped. They all fell by the sword; for God had said to him, The sword shall never depart from thy house. But this family had ceased to be faithful to God: and if four very numerous royal families all fell in this unexpected way, how presumptuous is it for men to sin in hopes of future repentance. Who among the multitude of these distinguished personages had any proper time for repentance? Oh that the foolish world would be wise unto salvation: oh that they would learn this well authenticated truth, that when a man is actually sliding into the abyss, it is then too late to start back and cry for help. He is in the rapids, which run with fearful impetuosity to the cataract. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-25
2 Kings 13:4. Jehoahaz besought the Lord, as oppressed Israel had done in the time of the Judges.

2 Kings 13:5. The Lord gave Israel a Saviour. Not Joash, as some say, but Messiah, the Angel of his presence saved them, as the rabbins state. Why have they not told us more? The Messiah probably appeared as to Joshua, Gideon, and Manoah.

2 Kings 13:6. There remained the grove in Samaria, where Astarte, one of the four names of Venus, had been worshipped, and probably was so worshipped still; yet Elisha had done much in putting down idolatry.

2 Kings 13:14. Now Elisha was fallen sick; persecuted through life, but honoured with a royal visit at his death.

2 Kings 13:19. Was wroth. The LXX read, the man of God “was grieved.” The Elegy of this very illustrious man is sung by the son of Syrac. Sirach 48.

2 Kings 13:21. The bones of Elisha. The papists adduce this as an argument for the miraculous power of relics. Ah Rome! Ah Rome!

2 Kings 13:24. Benhadad, the second, who revived the name of honour, which his father had received.

REFLECTIONS.
What a calamitous portrait have we here of Israel, and how unlike the glory of former days. When God ceases to defend a people, they soon fall into decay. What a proverb of reproach might the heathen now take up against them. Is this the nation whose God is the Lord: has their God forsaken them: is he no longer able to defend them? Nay, the more enlightened would reply, they have forsaken their God, and therefore he has suffered all these calamities to come upon them. Let individuals, churches and nations, be instructed by the errors of Israel: for what man ever forsook the Lord and prospered. Such was the situation of Judah. Samaria and her king Jehoash were also in the same degenerate condition: and to heighten the calamity they fought one against another, while the Syrians were endeavouring to ruin them both! In those calamitous times God took away the venerable Elisha from the evil to come, having fulfilled to him the promise made to obedience, even long life. He spent sixty or seventy years, if our chronologists be right, in the sacred ministry. He came to his sepulchre full of days and full of grace; and what more can a mortal man ask of God? If he failed in converting his country, he preserved the faithful from apostasy; and he lived to see those who revolted cut off by the sword.

He died revered by the wicked, and was honoured as a prince. His sovereign addressed him in his own words, when Elijah ascended: “Oh my father, my father, the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof.” What shall we do when thou art gone? We shall have no one to deliver, to raise sieges, and give bread in the time of famine. We should therefore regard faithful ministers as the defence of the church and nation; and those who honour them in life and death, are in a fair way to obtain a blessing from the Lord.

Elisha, affected by the royal tears which bedewed his cheeks, sought in the spirit to make the king some returns; and in dying to leave some hope to his country. With this view he directed him to open the window eastward, where the Syrian king had spread his conquests, and to shoot an arrow, which he pronounced to be a pledge of breaking the enemy’s yoke. The promised victory he farther illustrated by enjoining the king to smite on the floor, which he did three times. Here the prophet felt that the king came short in his efforts to emancipate his country; and therefore promised him but three victories over the oppressor. So it happens in the singular order of grace, that our salvation corresponds with our faith, and with the efforts we make to obtain deliverance.

God, who honoured Elisha during life, honoured him also after his death. Some people going to bury a man, for the Jews buried without the cities, saw an enemy approach. Perhaps Josephus is right, who says that they were robbers who had murdered the man; therefore they committed another barbarous deed in throwing his body into the prophet’s sepulchre; and behold, on touching his bones, he came to life. So Jesus Christ, when touched by faith, gives life to the soul spiritually dead. So Christ was honoured after his crucifixion, not by quickening an individual, but by giving eternal life to all those who take hold of his covenant.

Let us now fix our eyes on the king. Having received the consoling prediction of the expiring prophet, he went home, and animated the few troops he had; and by making a treble effort, he completely recovered his country. But Hazael was no sooner dead, than his son lost all the fruits of his father’s victories. What vanity in conquests, in depopulating kingdoms, and making cities without an inhabitant. This man, whose leading passion was military fame; this man, so terrible a scourge to Israel, and equally so to other nations, seems to have been anointed of the Lord solely for the purpose of cutting off the wicked. Hence it is said, “Him that escapes the sword of Jehu, shall Hazael slay.”

The efforts of Elijah and Elisha, though of an extraordinary kind, and those long and repeated strokes of judgment, failed of producing more than a temporary reform; and in this we have assuredly the most striking proof of the power of original sin. Man turns a deaf ear to instruction; he revolts against the rod, or soon forgets the smart; and in defiance of heaven, walks still in his own way. So this prophet died and left his country in its sins, and ultimately doomed to severer strokes of God’s afflicting hand. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-29
2 Kings 14:2. His mother’s name was Jehoaddan. The mothers of the kings of Judah are mostly mentioned by name, but those of the kings of Israel are seldom named so expressly; for the kings of Israel were not regarded as equal in honour to the kings of Judah.

2 Kings 14:6. The children of the regicides he slew not. This is mentioned as a virtue in his character, for in that age, and even in the old Spanish histories, vengeance was often extended to the children. The history of these events being more copiously related in 2 Chronicles 26. 27. 28., the reader is referred to those records. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-38
2 Kings 15:1. Azariah; that is, Uzziah, as below, and Isaiah 6:1. He was a good man under affliction, brought several of the ten tribes under the wings of his defence, extended his empire to the Red sea, and sent a fleet round Africa.

2 Kings 15:5. The king was a leper. See on 2 Chronicles 26:21.

2 Kings 15:12. The fourth generation. God kept his promise with the house of Jehu, though his sons kept no faith with Him who placed them on the throne.

2 Kings 15:14. Menahem—smote Shallum, even as Shallum had killed his master Zachariah. Unhappy is that government when generals dream that they can kill their sovereigns, and then usurp their thrones. Greece had its senate in the Areopagus; the Romans had their senate also; but alas, the Hebrews now had no idea of senates and parliaments.

2 Kings 15:19. Pul the king of Assyria. See the list of those kings, Genesis 11. This prince is the first of eight others. 1. Son of Sardan, Pul or Sardanapalus. 2. Tiglath-Pileser. 3. Salmaneser. 4. Sennacherib. 5. Asar- hadan. 6. Berodach. 7. Ben-Berodach. 8. Nebuchadnezzar. This strong kingdom had not much troubled the Jews, except as in Judges 3., when they oppressed them for eight years. From this time God was about to employ them as “the rod of his anger.” Isaiah 10:5.

2 Kings 15:22. Menahem. In the Jewish writings this is a favourite name of the Messiah, because it designates consolation. Luke 2:25. But this good name was not realized in the life of this king.

2 Kings 15:29. Tiglath. He conquered all Gilead east of the Jordan, and all the northern parts of Israel, as stated by Isaiah 9:1-5.

2 Kings 15:32. Jotham, a valiant prince, who, like his father, continued to raise his country. The leprosy of Uzziah did not affect Jotham. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-20
2 Kings 16:3. Ahaz made his son pass through the fire. It appears from the poets that the heathens did commonly dedicate a child to a god by lustrations; that is, by causing him to pass between two fires, as described by Virgil, Æn. 6. Ovid. Fast. 4. But here Ahaz “burnt his children in the fire.” 2 Chronicles 28:3. Thus also Isaiah 1:15, “Your hands are full of blood.” See note on Leviticus 18:21.

2 Kings 16:5. Rezin, uniting his forces with Remaliah king of Israel, slaughtered a hundred and twenty thousand men of Judah, and burnt all the cities except Jerusalem. They saw that Ahaz was weak and wicked, and formed a league to divide the kingdom of Judah between them, as in the seventh of Isaiah.

2 Kings 16:7. Ahaz sent—to Tiglath. Judah was ruined before, and now Jerusalem was impoverished, yet the scheme succeeded in the ruin of Damascus and Samaria, and in the western aggrandizement of the Babylonian empire: a dark day to western Asia. Where now is the God of David? These are the fruits of seeking to idols, and to an arm of flesh, instead of seeking to the Lord.

2 Kings 16:10. Ahaz—saw an altar at Damascus. The Lord had shown Moses the form of the altar on which he would have his sacrifices offered. Exodus 27:1-2. It was therefore the highest degree of impiety to supersede the Lord’s altar. Solomon enlarged it, but changed not its figure; and the mean spirit of Urijah, in accommodating himself to the humour of the king, made him highly culpable: it was indeed exalting his master above God. If he could not dissuade him from his profane purpose, he ought to have retired and wept. God has indeed appointed the powers that be, but he has nowhere allowed them so to decree rites and ceremonies in religion, as to force the conscience of the subject. See the Reflections on 2 Chronicles 28. and Isaiah 7.

2 Kings 16:11. Urijah the priest built an altar, after the model which Ahaz had sent from Damascus, decorated with emblems of idolatry, and substituted it for the holy altar of the Lord. By this act he became the priest of Ahaz, and ceased to be the priest of the Lord. If he acted right, then Zachariah and his brothers were massacred in vain. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-41
2 Kings 17:1. The twelfth year of Ahaz. Hoshea did not get confirmed in the kingdom of nine years, for in 2 Kings 15:30 it is said that he began to reign the twentieth year of Jotham. Either there is some mistake in the transcriber, or there was an interregnum.

2 Kings 17:4. So, king of Egypt. Dean Prideaux is confident, out of Diodorus Siculus and Herodotus, that this So is Sabacon, an Ethiopian by birth, who swayed the sceptre of Egypt.

2 Kings 17:6. Placed them in Halah and in Habor. These are called rivers, which run into the Caspian sea. They were also dispersed in the cities of the Medes, almost a thousand miles east of Samaria. Thus was fulfilled the prophecies of Moses against the apostate race of Israel. The Assyrians were at this time masters of the Medes, and the cruel policy of that bloody nation was to break the heart of all captives, and remove them away like cattle. Enquiries have in all ages been made for remnants of this dispersion of the ten tribes. Dr. Claudius Buchanan, twelve years a missionary in India, and a learned traveller, says, “There exists a nation of Jews in India called Affgans. This nation hitherto reputed Mahomedans, are really Jews, and in complete possession of the old testament.” The doctor adds, “there are two other colonies of Jews in Cochin, the one white, and the other black. Their number is about sixteen thousand. They possess the Pentateuch, the Psalms, and the book of Job. They seem to know nothing of the prophets, but still hope for the Messiah.” The Samaritans were also mixed remnants of the ten tribes.

2 Kings 17:25. The Lord sent lions among them. The destructive character of the Assyrian wars had so depopulated the countries, that the wild beasts of mount Lebanon multiplied.

2 Kings 17:28. One of the priests, a son of Aaron, true to his God, succeeded ultimately in teaching those strangers, and in prevailing with them to put away their idols, which could not defend Samaria, nor now protect them from the lions.

2 Kings 17:30. Succoth-benoth. The learned Selden relieves us here, by saying that the Greeks, as is usual with them, changed the letters B for V, which makes Venoth, Venos, or Venus. The rabbins read here, tabernacula filiarum, daughters of the tabernacle, stars or satellites, or sanctified harlots that surround the temple of the goddess. Herodotus says, that at the festivals the worshippers assemble before the temple, when the lower sort of people prostitute themselves to the goddess, but that the better sort attend only to pay their respects to her.

2 Kings 17:31. Burnt their children to Adrammelech. It should read, Adram- Moloch, and Anam-Moloch, as we often find Baal joined to the name of the place where the idol was adored. Thus ended the kingdom of the ten tribes; it began in apostasy and strife, was perpetuated by wars, by superstition, and rivers of blood. This kingdom, according to Usher, continued about two hundred and fifty four years. What other end can be expected of a nation, guided by evil counsel, and supported by wicked means. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-37
2 Kings 18:4. Nehushtan; that is, their brass, or mere brass, or parvum æs, corrupted brass, by way of contempt. In the Chronicum of Alexander, cited by Eusebius out of Anestasio Niceno, we are told that the people resorted to this serpent to be healed of their diseases, instead of having recourse to herbs, and seeking a cure from God.

2 Kings 18:7. He rebelled. This was prudent, because he had confidence in the Lord. Let us not serve the enemy while God is on our side.

2 Kings 18:13. Sennacherib, son of Salmaneser, and called Sargon, in Isaiah 20:1. This young prince, smitten and fired with the mania of conquest, had left Babylon or Nineveh with an army, probably not less than three hundred thousand men, few of whom ever saw their country again. He had taken the five capital cities mentioned in 2 Kings 18:34, and pushed his conquests, as Herodotus relates, to the frontiers of Egypt.

2 Kings 18:19. Rabshakeh said, in a speech which shows the style of generals, tyrants, and conquerors in those days. The whole is an insult to heaven, contempt of foes, and pride insupportable in character. It has however one word of meanness: “Now therefore I pray thee give pledges.” Certainly a man who talked of conquering the gods, ought not to have degraded himself as a suppliant to a mortal. See on 2 Chronicles 29:32.; and on Isaiah 37., where this invasion is more copiously related.

2 Kings 18:34. Hamath, the old name of a kingdom, of which Amesa was the capital.—Arphad lay north of Damascus. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-37
2 Kings 19:7. I will send a blast, not the simoon or hot wind, very sulphurous and destructive, as in Berosus, but the immediate visitation of an angel, as when the firstborn of the Egyptians were all slain, and the Israelites spared. Scoffing at religion is often among the last revolts allowed to the wicked. 2 Chronicles 32. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-21
2 Kings 20:1. In those days; the year after Hezekiah’s deliverance from the Assyrians, and the fifteenth of his reign.

2 Kings 20:11. He brought the shadow ten degrees backward. Signs of the truth of prophecy were given to Gideon in regard to his fleece, and to the Israelites when Jeroboam’s altar was rent, &c. To ask this sign, that the sun should retrograde was a hard thing, whether by refraction or otherwise, if we may accommodate the miracle to the weak faith of astronomers. When Herodotus travelled in Egypt, the priests showed him a record of a long day. See Joshua 10. The Chinese also have a record of a very long day, as quoted by Stackhouse, Joshua 10. This dial seems to have occupied a very conspicuous situation.

REFLECTIONS.
It is an ancient opinion, that king Hezekiah was too much elated with his deliverance from the Assyrians: therefore the Lord saw good to afflict him.

In a few months the new king of Babylon sent to congratulate him on his recovery; and Hezekiah, if we may connect the royal error with the nation’s sin, with too much ostentation showed the ambassadors his palace, his arsenals, and his treasures. Here again the Lord humbled him by a declaration, that eventually all these treasures should go to Babylon; and what was supremely mortifying, that princes of David’s house should be eunuchs to the king of Babylon. Thus the wheels of life revolve, and instruct us ever to abide at the Lord’s feet; yea, to fly into the arms of Christ, who cries, comfort ye, comfort ye, my people. See Isaiah 39. 40. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-26
2 Kings 21:1. Manasseh was twelve years old. He was the sixteenth king of Judah, ruined in his education, it would seem, by some apostate priests. These tutors ruined the church also, and ruined their country, as well as their prince, and ultimately they ruined themselves. There was now no illustrious priest, like Zachariah and his brothers, to die as martyrs sooner than outlive the purity of their religion. This young man followed therefore the way of Ahab, and of Ahaz, to ruin. Isaiah, now old and feeble, if we may follow Jerome in his comment on this prophet, chap. 6., did make resistance, and on that account was sawn asunder with a wooden saw. His enemies, the apostates, alleged against him a charge of blasphemy for saying, “I saw the Lord;” Moses having recorded the divine declaration, “No man can see my face and live.” Exodus 32. The objection against this tradition is, that Isaiah could not live to the commencement of this reign. It is replied that Jotham reigned twenty five years, Ahaz only sixteen, and Hezekiah twenty nine; in all seventy years. Therefore Isaiah might be little more than ninety when Manasseh began to reign. We find him in the full exercise of his ministry fourteen years before the death of Hezekiah. St. Paul also refers to some illustrious person who was sawn asunder. Hebrews 11:37. For this and other crimes, Esarhaddon carried Manasseh captive to Babylon, and shut him up seven or eight years in prison, where he is said to have repented, and composed his penitentiary prayer, and to have reigned well after his restoration. See the Jewish book, Seder-Olam, ch. 24. Also 2 Chronicles 33., where this history is more largely given.

2 Kings 21:7. A graven image of the grove, of Astartè or Venus. Selden, on the gods of Syria, contends, and justly too, that the Hebrew word should be so rendered.

2 Kings 21:16. Manasseh shed innocent blood. He had probably taken away the life of Isaiah the prophet, as already intimated, and also the life of other good men, who opposed the iniquity of his apostate court. By getting rid of so many faithful men, they thought to enjoy their wickedness in peace, but the Lord brought the Chaldeans on a cowardly king and army, and Manasseh fled to hide himself among the thorns of the desert. See the Notes and Reflections on 2 Chronicles 33. 

REFLECTIONS.—On reading the history of the Israelites in their passage through the wilderness, we are astonished at their unbelief and hardness of heart, amidst such a profusion of miracles and of mercies, and wonder how they could presume to tempt the Lord and to grieve his Holy Spirit in the manner they did, for the space of forty years; yet it seems that these provocations were only a specimen of their general character, and served the purpose of illustrating the great goodness and longsuffering of God towards them. With some few exceptions in the early part of their national history, during the reign of David and Solomon, and some others, we observe the same incorrigible spirit of unbelief and of rebellion against God, with encreasing proofs of the awful depravity and corruption of human nature, down to the latest period of their social existence.

Jehoiakim, the son of good king Josiah, whose untimely death all Judah lamented, was a most profligate and unprincipled tyrant, guilty of every species of oppression towards the people, and of impiety towards God. His odious reign of eleven years had filled the nation with such abhorrence, that the common rites of sepulture were denied him at his death; his carcase was cast out of the city like so much dung, and left apparently to rot above-ground, the greatest indignity that could be offered to human nature. Jeremiah 22:13-19.

The son of this degraded prince was Jehoiachin, sometimes called Jeconiah, and by way of contempt Coniah, Jeremiah 22:24; but in the evangelical genealogy he is called Jechonias. Matthew 1:11. Incapable of moral improvement, this Jehoiachin took no warning whatever from the example of his father, whose memory was shaded with the deepest infamy, but abandoned himself to vice and profligacy. After a short reign of little more than three months, he was dethroned by Nebuchadnezzar, and carried into Babylon, where he died in captivity, an awful monument of divine displeasure. In the former siege of Jerusalem, during the reign of Jehoiakim his father, Nebuchadnezzar carried away upwards of three thousand of the principal people, and the more valuable part of the vessels of the sanctuary. In the present instance the Chaldean monarch made more than ten thousand captives, and carried off what still remained in the temple. Thus the day of Jerusalem’s destruction, so long and frequently foretold, was now rapidly approaching, and the time of the Lord’s anger was hastening on.

Mattaniah, brother of Jehoiachin, was nominated to the vacant throne by Nebuchadnezzar, being merely his viceroy, the dominion having in effect passed into the hands of the king of Babylon. This Mattaniah, whose name the conqueror changed to Zedekiah, was the last of the kings of Judah; with him the kingdom of the two tribes totally ceased, and all went into captivity. This deputy king exhibited the same inveterate depravity as his predecessors, took no warning from their fearful example, but set at defiance the denunciations of the prophets, and even dared the vengeance of heaven. Having filled up the measure of his iniquity, after a turbulent reign of eight years, and violating his covenant with Nebuchadnezzar, he was hurled from this throne, was summoned into the presence of Nebuchadnezzar at his camp in Riblah, where his eyes were ordered to be put out; and he was then consigned to the dungeons of Babylon. In this third and last siege Jerusalem was utterly destroyed by the Chaldeans, all that remained in the temple was carried away, with numerous of the inhabitants; and thus terminated the awful catastrophe, the particulars of which are enumerated in the following chapter. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-20
2 Kings 22:8. I have found the book of the law. This was “the book of the law of the Lord by Moses,” 2 Chronicles 34:14; that is, in Moses’s own handwriting. Lyranus, a rabbi, says, that Ahaz had burnt all the sacred books, as no doubt he did, that they might not testify against his wickedness; yet as this was a concealed book, it is likely to have been the autograph of Moses, because of the joy it excited. Josephus says that this was the Pentateuch or five books of Moses; but Chrysostom thinks it was the book of Deuteronomy only; a greater treasure than gold and silver.

2 Kings 22:14. Huldah the prophetess, a woman of great reputation. The sybils prophesied with some celebrity among the gentiles; and Philip the evangelist had four daughters who prophesied. 

REFLECTIONS.—On reading the history of the Israelites in their passage through the wilderness, we are astonished at their unbelief and hardness of heart, amidst such a profusion of miracles and of mercies, and wonder how they could presume to tempt the Lord and to grieve his Holy Spirit in the manner they did, for the space of forty years; yet it seems that these provocations were only a specimen of their general character, and served the purpose of illustrating the great goodness and longsuffering of God towards them. With some few exceptions in the early part of their national history, during the reign of David and Solomon, and some others, we observe the same incorrigible spirit of unbelief and of rebellion against God, with encreasing proofs of the awful depravity and corruption of human nature, down to the latest period of their social existence.

Jehoiakim, the son of good king Josiah, whose untimely death all Judah lamented, was a most profligate and unprincipled tyrant, guilty of every species of oppression towards the people, and of impiety towards God. His odious reign of eleven years had filled the nation with such abhorrence, that the common rites of sepulture were denied him at his death; his carcase was cast out of the city like so much dung, and left apparently to rot above-ground, the greatest indignity that could be offered to human nature. Jeremiah 22:13-19.

The son of this degraded prince was Jehoiachin, sometimes called Jeconiah, and by way of contempt Coniah, Jeremiah 22:24; but in the evangelical genealogy he is called Jechonias. Matthew 1:11. Incapable of moral improvement, this Jehoiachin took no warning whatever from the example of his father, whose memory was shaded with the deepest infamy, but abandoned himself to vice and profligacy. After a short reign of little more than three months, he was dethroned by Nebuchadnezzar, and carried into Babylon, where he died in captivity, an awful monument of divine displeasure. In the former siege of Jerusalem, during the reign of Jehoiakim his father, Nebuchadnezzar carried away upwards of three thousand of the principal people, and the more valuable part of the vessels of the sanctuary. In the present instance the Chaldean monarch made more than ten thousand captives, and carried off what still remained in the temple. Thus the day of Jerusalem’s destruction, so long and frequently foretold, was now rapidly approaching, and the time of the Lord’s anger was hastening on.

Mattaniah, brother of Jehoiachin, was nominated to the vacant throne by Nebuchadnezzar, being merely his viceroy, the dominion having in effect passed into the hands of the king of Babylon. This Mattaniah, whose name the conqueror changed to Zedekiah, was the last of the kings of Judah; with him the kingdom of the two tribes totally ceased, and all went into captivity. This deputy king exhibited the same inveterate depravity as his predecessors, took no warning from their fearful example, but set at defiance the denunciations of the prophets, and even dared the vengeance of heaven. Having filled up the measure of his iniquity, after a turbulent reign of eight years, and violating his covenant with Nebuchadnezzar, he was hurled from this throne, was summoned into the presence of Nebuchadnezzar at his camp in Riblah, where his eyes were ordered to be put out; and he was then consigned to the dungeons of Babylon. In this third and last siege Jerusalem was utterly destroyed by the Chaldeans, all that remained in the temple was carried away, with numerous of the inhabitants; and thus terminated the awful catastrophe, the particulars of which are enumerated in the following chapter. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-37
2 Kings 23:29. He slew him at Megiddo, when he had seen him; as in 2 Kings 14:8. It would seem from this phrase that the two kings were engaged in single combat. This was an error for which Josiah forfeited his life, and the Israelites their glory. The king neither consulted the Lord, nor his prophets. One sad error put out the light of Israel; for with this king, all that belonged to regal virtue in David’s house seemed to expire. 

REFLECTIONS.—On reading the history of the Israelites in their passage through the wilderness, we are astonished at their unbelief and hardness of heart, amidst such a profusion of miracles and of mercies, and wonder how they could presume to tempt the Lord and to grieve his Holy Spirit in the manner they did, for the space of forty years; yet it seems that these provocations were only a specimen of their general character, and served the purpose of illustrating the great goodness and longsuffering of God towards them. With some few exceptions in the early part of their national history, during the reign of David and Solomon, and some others, we observe the same incorrigible spirit of unbelief and of rebellion against God, with encreasing proofs of the awful depravity and corruption of human nature, down to the latest period of their social existence.

Jehoiakim, the son of good king Josiah, whose untimely death all Judah lamented, was a most profligate and unprincipled tyrant, guilty of every species of oppression towards the people, and of impiety towards God. His odious reign of eleven years had filled the nation with such abhorrence, that the common rites of sepulture were denied him at his death; his carcase was cast out of the city like so much dung, and left apparently to rot above-ground, the greatest indignity that could be offered to human nature. Jeremiah 22:13-19.

The son of this degraded prince was Jehoiachin, sometimes called Jeconiah, and by way of contempt Coniah, Jeremiah 22:24; but in the evangelical genealogy he is called Jechonias. Matthew 1:11. Incapable of moral improvement, this Jehoiachin took no warning whatever from the example of his father, whose memory was shaded with the deepest infamy, but abandoned himself to vice and profligacy. After a short reign of little more than three months, he was dethroned by Nebuchadnezzar, and carried into Babylon, where he died in captivity, an awful monument of divine displeasure. In the former siege of Jerusalem, during the reign of Jehoiakim his father, Nebuchadnezzar carried away upwards of three thousand of the principal people, and the more valuable part of the vessels of the sanctuary. In the present instance the Chaldean monarch made more than ten thousand captives, and carried off what still remained in the temple. Thus the day of Jerusalem’s destruction, so long and frequently foretold, was now rapidly approaching, and the time of the Lord’s anger was hastening on.

Mattaniah, brother of Jehoiachin, was nominated to the vacant throne by Nebuchadnezzar, being merely his viceroy, the dominion having in effect passed into the hands of the king of Babylon. This Mattaniah, whose name the conqueror changed to Zedekiah, was the last of the kings of Judah; with him the kingdom of the two tribes totally ceased, and all went into captivity. This deputy king exhibited the same inveterate depravity as his predecessors, took no warning from their fearful example, but set at defiance the denunciations of the prophets, and even dared the vengeance of heaven. Having filled up the measure of his iniquity, after a turbulent reign of eight years, and violating his covenant with Nebuchadnezzar, he was hurled from this throne, was summoned into the presence of Nebuchadnezzar at his camp in Riblah, where his eyes were ordered to be put out; and he was then consigned to the dungeons of Babylon. In this third and last siege Jerusalem was utterly destroyed by the Chaldeans, all that remained in the temple was carried away, with numerous of the inhabitants; and thus terminated the awful catastrophe, the particulars of which are enumerated in the following chapter. 

24 Chapter 24 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-30
2 Kings 25:18. Seraiah, the father of Ezra, was put to death with the nobles for rebellion; but many of those who thus suffered had also made a false covenant with the Lord; and their sins found them out. Jeremiah 34:18.

REFLECTIONS.
Standing now on the ruins of a burned and desecrated temple, what is the history of the Hebrew nation for nine hundred years, since the emancipation from Egypt, but a sea of troubles. After the intervals of sunshine and calm, storms more furious seem to arise in succession. It commenced and closed in a state of captivity; its condition from first to last, corresponded to its obedience or disobedience to the principles on which it was first founded. A state in which the Almighty, the great Creator, vouchsafed to become their supreme governor and king; and as such, both showed himself present by a visible appearance, and gave them counsels by a divine voice, intelligible to their hearing, or by men raised up on purpose, and wholly actuated by his extraordinary influence. This is the great distinguishing characteristic of the Jewish state: the more we consider it the more we shall be astonished, and the more shall we be affected by it. Considered in this light, the history of the old testament will no longer appear merely a relation of the transactions of a worthless people, in which we have no concern, but as the oracles of God, in which we are most intimately concerned as men, and without which a chaos of darkness with regard to God would for ever remain. To know nothing of God but from the appearance of things, to have no knowledge of his ever having made himself known to men, or taken any account of them, would be a miserable state of darkness: nor would even the new testament afford us all the satisfaction we might wish on this head; for we should naturally cast our reflections on the ages past, and be staggered that God should, as it were just now, reveal himself to men, when the many ages before had never heard of any such thing. Our doubts and scruples would arise at this inexplicable difficulty; we should think it strange that the Creator and Sovereign of the world, if indeed the nature of things permitted it, and he was disposed to make himself known to men, should so long have left his world without manifesting himself in it. But by the sacred writings of the old testament all these doubts are removed. We learn from them, that ever since man was placed on the earth, God hath from time to time shown his majesty to man, and declared his right as the universal Creator and Lord. The scriptures of the old testament embrace a series of historical facts relative to this important point. And not this only, but to put it still more beyond doubt, and that it might not rest solely upon the single testimony of individuals, or transitory appearances, the holy scriptures inform us that God selected a whole nation, and appeared visible among them for many ages, by a shechinah or visible glory, which was such as plainly indicated it to be the symbol of the divine presence. This too was supported by wonderful facts attending the presence of this shechinah, and such declarations were audibly made from it as more and more confirmed the truth, that it was indeed the representative of the Lord, the Sovereign of the universe. For so were the affairs of this people, among whom God placed this visible symbol of his presence, ordered; so did things happen, that the presence of the true God residing among men, and taking account of the things of the earth, was thereby made known to the ends of the world, and his name went forth into all the earth.

“In a word, in the various occurrences of the Jewish state, God’s sovereign superintendance over mankind, together with his unbounded power over all things, was fully manifested. So wonderful is the series of facts, so placed are the prophecies relating to them, so surpassing all human power the wondrous things recorded, so plain, regular, and with such apparent marks of truth, the relation also corroborated by the existence of the same people to this very day, still separated from all others, that we could scarce be more affected, nor scarce be more convinced of God’s unbounded power, and of his ordering the affairs of the earth, by having the divine shechinah with us and seeing a series of miracles, than we may be by attentively and seriously perusing the records of the Jewish state in the writings of the old testament.

“If we only cast back our reflections on what we have read in the foregoing page; what a series of wonderful events lie before us. The formation of the earth, the creation of man, the appearance of God to him in the early ages of the world, the destruction and renovation of the earth, the evident demonstration that human nature may be removed into another state, by the translation of Enoch; the calling of Abraham from his kindred and country to preserve him from idolatry, and thereby to keep alive the knowledge of the true God in the world, and the right worship of him. The promise given to Abraham that his seed should inherit a particular country pointed out to him, in which he had not then so much as a single foot of property, though they were first to be strangers without any inheritance, and serve other people for four hundred years. The exact accomplishment of these remarkable particulars, the settling of the descendants of Abraham in that very country which had been declared to him for their inheritance four hundred years before; their perfect establishment therein, and the glory they arrived to; the many great signs and wonders which were done amongst them, the prophets that were raised up, mighty in deed and in word, and evidently actuated by more than human influence. The prosperity and adversity of the state, from first to last, through a succession of ages, exactly corresponding to what had been promised and threatened at the first settling of it, according to their obedience or disobedience; their entire removal out of the land into captivity, exactly agreeing with the prophetic denunciation declared long before; and their surprising restoration to their own land again, as exactly agreeing to prophetic promises, if they would repent and turn again to the Lord. When we attentively consider all these particulars, we cannot but be struck with admiration and reverence at the greatness of the things, and feel as it were that the hand of God was in them; and that the holy scriptures are indeed the authentic records of God’s dealings with the children of men, and his manifestations to them.

“It deserves farther to be remarked, that before the fall of the Jewish state, when ten parts out of twelve were no more to be a people, or return into their own land, that God was pleased to raise up two prophets, endued with a most extraordinary power, Elijah and Elisha, whose acts are recorded in the foregoing books. It seems highly consistent with the most consummate wisdom, that at a time when the house of Israel was diverging into the grossest idolatry, and the house of Judah following their example, that some great effort should be made if possible to reclaim and save them, or at least to inculcate the most important truths; which though not having an immediate influence, did perhaps afterwards keep alive the remembrance of the true God, and inspire notions of the greatest importance. In the days of Elijah and Elisha we find miracles were multiplied: they were exerted frequently, and upon many occasions, to testify the unbounded power of God, but in particular that he could raise men from the dead. Thus both Elijah and Elisha seem to have been brought into such circumstances by providence, as to give them occasion to restore the dead to life. This, with the wonderful translation of Elijah, and the dead man restored to life by the touch of Elisha’s bones, could not but in some degree inculcate the important truth, that the human nature might be translated to a happier state in the heavens. It is not improbable that at this time, the hopes of being restored to life after death were almost entirely extinguished, and the memory of Enoch’s translation nearly effaced. It was therefore highly necessary that the hopes of human nature should again be raised with respect to this important point; and therefore these two prophets were enabled to raise the dead, and one of them was taken up alive into heaven. How long the memory of these great things was retained by the ten tribes in the countries they were carried into we know not; but it is highly probable they might reflect upon them with more attention than they had done in their own country, and by this means propagate these important truths in all the countries where they were carried to. This we know, that the captivity of Judah, which seemed as it were to put an end to all God’s purposes in his election of the Hebrew nation, was the means of not only fixing them for ever after, more steadily in the worship, but also of spreading the knowledge, of Him and his almighty power through a great part of the world.” 

